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A bubbling at the throat
what if they know?
I need to adjust what I say
as I adjust the large bag on my shoulder
because maybe they have heard
perhaps they know
the longing I will feel when they board
gates apart, states apart 
when will I see them again?
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I want to tell them how much I love them
as a muffled woman sirens to the gate
but all I can utter is,
“want me to buy you a sodie before you hop on that plane?”
while stuttering
the upside-down of Casablanca

But the cat’s already out of the bag
they know
and they like (love, actually) me anyway
and soon enough,
we can climb into the same bag
and purr the days away.
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